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The Cruel Sea 


Monsarrat, Nicholas 
Knopf. Aug. 1951. 510p. $4.00. 


The blood, sweat and tears, the and ex- 
clusive demands made war upon souls and bodies 
better suited civilian life, the struggles land and 
sea and the air which were the milestones the 
history World War are now becoming the warp 
and woof our major works fiction. The Cruel 
Sea just such story. narrated author 
who, Naval Reserve Officer, has lived the sort life 
portrays and held, reality, those positions 
authority which his characters exercise fiction. 


The Cruel Sea book deserving loud praise for its 
good points and equally sharp criticism for its single 
yet oft-repeated weakness pandering presumed 
base and common taste for the risque. 


There honest-to-goodness plot the sense 
contrived weaving-together incidents 
intricate fashion calculated create high points 
suspense and breathless anticipation things come. 
Monsarrat does not have descend the imaginative 
order achieve the atmosphere reality and 
danger. tells the story two naval escort-vessels, 
acorvette Compass Rose and frigate Saltash, and the 
crew ever-diminishing numbers which successively 
manned each ship. The leading characters are be- 
lievable men flesh and blood, plucked out dozen 
walks civil life and suddenly made the defenders 
justice, decency, and Empire, the wide and danger- 
ous vastness the North Atlantic. They remain nor- 
mal their reactions throughout the novel, neither 
becoming supermen nor shadowy voices command. 
These men are individuals with weaknesses and unfor- 
seen fonts strength, who ride the convoy runs until 
they lose count ocean crossings without ever losing 
either carefulness their pursuit undersea boats 
fear the face unexpected peril. Commander Eric- 
son, who knew how wield authority yet temper 
with humorous patience, Lieutenant Lockhart the 
unrequited idealism and unfulfilled dream happi- 
marriage, Bennett, thorough indecent scoun- 
drel, Ferraby, never sure anything performed, 
Morrell, beset with doubts his wife’s faithfulness, 
are the major characters. But equally real are the 
men the book’s shorter episodes, playing their part 
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with substance and truth. The entire action the 
book extends from 1939 V-E day, 1945, and mirrors 
all the events met with such area warfare. 


Unfortunately, Monsarrat has fallen under the influ- 
ence other writers historical fiction whose pet solu- 
tion the problem transition change focus 
from battlefield boudoir. The novel’s scenes which 
portray the periods between convoys generally repre- 
sent, rapid vignettes, the activities each the 


main characters they set foot land. The repeated 


theme these episodes the search for female com- 
panions with whom break their war-enforced celi- 
bacy. some instances, even the reunion lawfully 
married spouses handled with lack delicacy. 
justice Monsarrat can stated that these inci- 
dents are not overdone the point pornography, 
but they are sufficiently explicit make this rousing 
good sea story unfit for the adolescent impression- 
able reader, who could otherwise enjoy and profit 
understanding from it. Maybe such scenes are the sop 
demanded book-clubs their monthly selections. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 
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Wellman, Paul The Iron Mistress 
Doubleday. July 26, 1951. 404p. $3.50. 


When one considers the possibilities for Technicolor 
the titantic career James Bowie, seems amazing 
that should thus far have escaped the prying pros- 
pecting scenarists and novelists. Slave runner, In- 
dian fighter, dueller, gambler, land speculator, soldier, 
and heavy drinker, spread his 
throughout Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas period 
wild brawling and reckless living. Even Buffalo Bill 
and Hopalong Cassidy seem pale comparison with 
the man immortalized the knife that supposedly 
designed and certainly used with deadly skill. Well- 
man’s discovery Bowie appreciates him this kind 
romantic adventurer but sees him also symbol 
the nineteenth-century Southern frontier. Unfor- 
tunately only the former aspect the book fully suc- 
ceeds; although Wellman does convey his own enthusi- 
asm the reader, makes serious concessions 
melodrama and sentiment that weaken the characteriza- 
tion and damage the heroic sweep inherent the 
material. The book thereby becomes capable and 
careful historical novel rather than the prose epic 
might have been. 


The structure episodic, consisting six adventures 
with different settings that are very loosely related ex- 
cept the hero. Each written pretty much 
formula: the hero, befriending some unfortunate, in- 
volves himself complications related fascinating 
heroine that climax duel from which emerges 
bloody but popular victor. The chief variable 
provided Bowie’s ingenuity devising his duels: 
with knife and sword completely dark room; with 
knives while nailed together log; with knives while 
tied together ten-foot circle. 


First interesting account Bowie’s acquaintance, 
1817, with the naturalist Audubon New 
Orleans. the course this Bowie kills his first man 
and falls love with beauteous Judalon Bornay. 
Next seen smuggling slaves league with pirate 
Jean Lafitte, whose quadroon mistress, Catherine Vil- 
lars, provides the love interest. Following periods 
horse racing and land dealing Natchez and Arkansas, 
during which the forging the first Bowie knife with 
meteorite steel reported passage dramatic but 
slightly overwritten mysticism, moves Mexican 
Texas, converted Catholicism, discovers 
silver mine, becomes Mexican citizen, and marries 
Ursula Veramendi, daughter the vice-governor. 


The happy marriage, however, comes tragic end 
cholera epidemic that kills Ursula and their two 
children. Bowie sinks into besotted despondency, from 
which Sam Houston rescues him enlistment the 
fight for Texan independence. His last heroic deed 
leading the volunteer forces the Alamo the gal- 
lant battle 1836 that killed him and his men but 
weakened Santa Ana for the final blow San Jacinto. 


Bowie his best among the Indians, poker table, 
with knife his hands; but when Wellman plants 
him New Orleans society, dresses him skin-tight 
pantaloons dance quadrille, coins for him pretty 
speeches woo coquette, the effect bit incredible. 
times, too, the gore splashed about rather freely 
for sensational effect, but least this not incon- 


Best 


gruous. addition its colorful hero, the book 
many rewarding passages that vividly recreate 
life: river traffic, overland travel, the riff-raff 
town, cannibal Indians, Spanish culture San 
tonio, exploration the American Sahara. Such 
vironments were not always moral, and Wellman; 
Bowie does not lead sheltered life. The 
references sexual license, however, are factual rathe 
than anatomical; and Bowie himself preserved with 
pretty much the straight and clean-living 
tion conventional the juvenile Western, though 
does once yield the seduction Catherine and cop 
tinues his courtship Judalon for while after 
marriage. One might wish for closer continuity 
narrative, but this regard Wellman doubt 
specting the limitations his sources. Adults 
find the book suspenseful, interesting, and despite 
violence not morally distorted when viewed his 


torical perspective. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Blum, John Morton 
Joe Tumulty and the Wilson 
Houghton, Mifflin. July 12, 1951. 337p. $4.00. 


Joseph Patrick Tumulty was born Jersey City 
May 1879, the fifth son and seventh child Philip 
and Alicia Feehan Tumulty. Philip Tumulty could 
afford parochial school education for his sons, 
Joe attended St. Bride’s Academy and then St. 
School. Advised his father that must start 
the bottom intended play active part 
politics joined the Fifth Ward Democratic Club, 
time becoming financial secretary. helped 
money, distributed literature and urged voters 
out and elect organization Democrats. This experience 
was invaluable and young Tumulty while attending 
Peter’s College mixed the practical with the classicd 
and graduated 1899. For the aspiring politician 
the last year the 19th century law appeared the 
most bountiful profession. Tumulty studied law 
Jersey City firm Bedle, McGee, and Bedle. 
admitted the bar 1902 and married Mary 
erine Byrne 1903. 


Politics Jersey City were moving new 
Tumulty, influenced Boss Bob Davis, was elected 
the State Assembly 1906. admirer 
Record, Tumulty was first opposed the Princeton 
schoolmaster but was eventually won over 
side. campaigned 1910 for Woodrow Wilso 
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and the earnest suggestion James Kerney, editor 
the Trenton Evening Times, became personal secre- 
tary the Governor: Tumulty enjoyed the Wilson 
family. very much admired the first Mrs. Wilson 
and her death was personal loss Tumulty. 
never was accepted into the circle the second Mrs. 
Wilson. Wilson, excellent mimic, was delighted 
Tumulty’s Irish humor and the cold reserve the 
Scotch Calvinist melted under the humorous barbs 
the jovial, happy-go-lucky secretary. The difference 
their ages, backgrounds, and social positions evoked 
“my dear boy” from Wilson staid “Gov- 


The year 1912 saw the Baltimore convention nominate 
Woodrow Wilson for president opposed Theodore 
Roosevelt and President Taft. Wilson’s election 
435 electoral votes paved the way for Tumulty’s trip 
Washington serve President Wilson’s secretary. 
Wilson never bothered explaining his actions the 
Tumulty became contact man with the re- 
porters and exerted Herculean efforts placate the 
fourth estate. collected newspapers and evaluated 
the importance every item. Later, memoranda based 
his study would submitted the President 
the Cabinet. 


This well documented biography John Morton Blum 
places great emphasis the years 1912-1920. Through 


his sons, and 
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must start 
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directions 


elected this controversial period the author covers the growing 
Georg breach between Wilson and his faithful secretary. 
1916 Tumulty had fallen from favor. was 
formed that his secretarial duties were finished. 
was hurt that President Wilson changed his mind 
and took him back into the fold. 
The War Years 1917-1918 explain Tumulty’s hustling 
University reporters and all around nuisances who 
nnsylvania Wanted few minutes the President’s time. Rarely 
Cents; advised that Secretary Lane Baker 
should undertake speak for the Liberty Loan. Often 
and powerful politicians had see the President. These 
ss matter, : : 
ton, worked time scale with Tumulty acting 
Copyright, Custodian the President’s best interests. 
xed the The chapters this book are devoted the trip 


Paris, Wilson’s refusal consider Elihu Root 
member the delegation, the Lodge episode, Tumul- 


Falkner 


ty’s correspondence with Senator Hitchcock and finally 
Wilson’s appeal the people. Tumulty always re- 
called the Pueblo address. This admiration came from 
the context the speech and the fact that was the 
last Wilson’s public career. 


The author terminates his excellent study detailed 
reference the Cox episode and the final break with 
clairvoyant. served his purpose. Woodrow 
Wilson died February 1924, and the funeral pro- 
cession Joseph Patrick Tumulty rode the last coach. 


This book study President Wilson much 
biography Joseph Tumulty. 


The author lays stress Wilson times the neg- 
lect Tumulty. Little said Tumulty’s private 
interests. His family, his desires, his pleasures and his 
later life. The author has Tumulty die with Wilson 
and the years after 1924 are treated abruptly. the 
other hand the book definite contribution the 
historical literature the twentieth century. Blum 
congratulated his research, his diligent scholar- 
ship and his illuminating contribution the import- 
ance good secretary. 
Frank Brown, 


Department History, 
University Scranton 


Falkner, Meade Moonfleet 
Little, Brown. Aug. 1951. 247p. $3.00. 

First published England during the latter half the 
nineteenth century, Moonfleet now available for the 
first time American edition. established suc- 
cess and minor classic its kind England bodes 
fair equal here its earlier British popularity. The 
scene laid the Century English 
coastal village whose major industry was the smuggling 
contraband liquors and fabrics from the Continent 
past the Revenue Patrols into England. The village 
Moonfleet, ancestral domain the Black Mohunes, 
once vicious aristocrats but now extinct. the decay- 
ing village orphaned John Trenchard lives with his 
straight-laced aunt, tutored the Rev. Glennie and 
friendly with Ratsie, the sexton. fifteen-year-old 
John knew the smugglers but had part their 
operations. knew also the fabulous Mohune 
diamond, price his King’s betrayal earlier 
Colonel Mohune who had died without divulging its 
whereabouts. 

One day after storm tide had opened cleft outside 
vault the village graveyard John found tunnel 
leading the burial vault the Mohunes beneath 
Moonfleet church. While exploring was trapped 
the smugglers including Ratsey and the kindly land- 
lord the village inn Elzevir Block. Hiding beside 
decaying coffin found locket containing selection 
verses from Scripture. When the smugglers left, 
John was locked the vault and remained for several 
days until was rescued Elzevir. went live 
with the innkeeper when his aunt disowned him be- 
cause his wealthy boyish curiosity could not sub- 
jected her discipline. 

Living with Elzevir, John joined the smugglers and be- 
came proficient their art. For some years there had 
lived part the old Mohune estate Mr. Maskew, 
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Richardson Bourne Best 


local magistrate, mean, miserly and malicious, disliked 
the villagers and generally unpopular. His one aim 
life was break the smuggling the district. John 
had conceived child’s affection for his daughter, 
Grace, gentle and lovely her had taken 
his Scriptural texts and together they had poured over 
the sheet seeking some clue the fate the Mohune 
diamond. But Grace always urged John, that, should 
find the diamond, was use redeem the 
promises restore the Moonfleet almshouses which 
repentant Colonel Mohune had made his deathbed. 


One night when the smugglers were landing cargo 
solitary cliffed-in beach they captured Maskew who 
was spying them. was given Elzevir, whose 
only son had killed earlier raid. While the 
rest the smugglers scattered, Elzevir, with John, re- 
mained take his revenge Maskew. was about 
kill the magistrate when repented the soldiers 
Maskew had summoned arrived the top the cliffs. 
stray shot from soldier’s musket killed Maskew 
and another wounded John. Elzevir carried him 
secret and perilous path the cliff-tops whence they 
fled hide abandoned quarry, charged course 
with Maskew’s death. 


While hiding John solved the secret the cipher 
with Ratsey’s aid and Elzevir’s knowledge then revealed 
the castle whose well the diamond 
They recovered the diamond, killing avaricious 
guard the process and fled Holland. When they 
attempted sell the diamond equally avaricious 
jeweler bamboozled them and then betrayed them 
the police thieves. There followed years penal 
labor and suffering until sadder and wiser John, to- 
gether with Elzevir, were about sent the Dutch 
East Indies. The crew abandoned the prison ship 
Channel storm and she was driven ashore Moonfleet 
beach where Elzevir gave his life save John. his 
grief Grace comes John and they plight their troth. 
Years before the Dutch merchant had died and had 
left his fortune remorse John. Moonfleet’s alms- 
houses are rebuilt and wedded John and Grace live 
happily ever after respectable and upright land- 
owners. 


adventure story Moonfleet ranks worthily with 
such items the RLS trio Treasure Island, Black 
Arrow and Kidnapped. moral tale evil punished 
and good triumphant, weak boy becoming strong 
man, also exciting tale mystery and adventure 
which can the most jaded literary spirit. Pos- 
sibly juvenile like Stevenson’s can and will appeal 
all ages and will pleasant departure from the 
usual run best sellers. For summer reading 
excellent. 


Richardson, Anthony Alone Went 
Norton. Aug. 248p. $3.00. 

This the story Sir Basil Embry, now Commander- 
in-chief, Fighter Command, Royal Air Force, but then 
Wing Commander Embry; the story his escape 
from France, where had been shot down the 
Blitzkreig during the summer 1940, told An- 
thony Richardson some ten years after the occurrence. 
The Commander had just been transferred from opera- 


2 


tional flying command R.A.F. station but 
the spur the moment decided undertake one 
last mission. Minutes later found himself afoot 
German occupied territory, alone and with thigh 
wound. 


Captured, interrogated and marched away prisoner 
war, escaped undetected from marching column 
and hid ditches and woods until made contact 
with Frenchman named Paul who fed him, helped 
with scarecrow clothing and directions for cross 
try trip the nearest British salient along the 
Embry reached the Somme afoot but found the British 
driven back. hid day and traveled night, 
slept barns, filched food when could was given 
sympathizers. His leg became infected and 
lanced himself. From the Somme, still afoot, 
made for the Channel but could neither hire, 
borrow nor steal boat take him across. From the 
coast Paris, partly bicycle, then Orleans and 
Tours where heard the Armistice and was 
sisted the French Army hospital Limoge and 
thence Marseilles where hoped catch boat 
England. When hostile French officers delayed his 
transportation missed the boat. Then tried 
contact British consuls and finally ended 
pignan where his escape into Spain was engineered 
British Special Agent. 


story man utilizing his faculties extricate 
himself from entirely alien situation, this 
cellent book. Totally unprepared, Commander Embry 
used common sense and iron determination, never sur- 
rendering the temptation despair, meet the 
dangers which surrounded him not only from the 
mans but from nature against which was constantly 
contending. Near the end joined forces with sev- 
eral others and used his wits overcome the final 
difficulties. makes particular note the help 
received from people, all strangers, rich and poor alike. 
All all this excellent story its type and may 
recommended for all classes readers. 


Bourne, Peter The Golden Road 
Putnam. July 19, 1951. 344p. $3.50. 


adventure novel, The Golden Road 
second-generation affair, its hero being the son 
the protagonist one the author’s earlier books. 


Falsely accused theft, after being framed fellow 
Bostonian, Henry Stewart made his way Panama 
search his enemy. Five years, two mistresses, several 
jungle trips and one voodoo ritual later, Henry tracked 
down the villain and shot him, but only after written 
confession had been signed for Henry take back 
Boston for his examination. Incidentally, the five 
years Henry played mean part the building 
the Panama Railroad (just what the part was 
made clear). And for extra historical fillip once 
saw Capt. Grant drunk the jungle. Vignettes 
prospectors route the California gold fields, 


gambling halls, construction gangs and bordellos fill 


the background. 


The Golden Road contains all the elements, 


some degree the popular brand adventure 


The characters are unconvincing and uninteresting; the 


} pl 
m 


3EST SELLERs 


ation but 
ndertake one 
afoot 


vith 


prisoner 
hing column 
nade contact 
him, helped 
Cross 
the 
the British 
night, 
was given 
cted and 
ill afoot, 
hire, 
From the 
Orleans and 
and was 
Limoge and 
catch boat 
his 
tried 


extricate 
Embry 
Never 
meet the 
Ger- 
constantly 
with 
the final 
the help 
poor alike. 
and may 


Road 
Road 


the son 
books. 


fellow 
Panama 
sses, several 
tracked 
written 
ake back 
the five 
building 
vas nevet 

fillip once 
Vignettes 
fields, 


fill 


nture 
the 


perceptibly and recurrently; the motivations 
are contrived out nothing; and the situations proceed 
from nowhere someplace more remote. The style 
moderately bad and features the trailing speculative 
(“as for the others, well addition few 
overripe passages the hero’s sexual adventures, the 
general moral tone sentimentally unwholesome. 
From practically any standpoint whatsoever may 
said that this book not recommended. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Herling, Albert Konrad The Soviet Slave Empire 
Funk. June 18, 1951. 230p. $3.75. 

commendable passion for liberty inspires this work 
which Mr. Herling has authored behalf the Com- 
mission Inquiry into Forced Labor. The Commis- 
sion was established December, 1948, the Workers 
Defense League, organization which had, that 
time, found slavery “the vestiges illegal peonage 
which exist the United States”. the membership 
the Commission listed the Preface contains 
number persons who have been principally known 
for their “collectivist” approach democracy, and for 
zeal eliminate the profit motive equivalent 
original sin, this way detracts from the merit 
the enterprise which has resulted documented 
account slave labor used the U.S.S.R. the 
other hand, the book offers little that new about 
Russia, and compares unfavorably with the work 
Dallin and Nicolaevsky Forced Labor Soviet 
Russia; while Dallin’s New Soviet Empire gave this re- 
viewer better approach the place such forced 
labor the Communist scheme conquest. Finally, 
and line with the tradition the group which spon- 
sored the book, there more than preoccupation 
with “man’s inhumanity man” which motivates the 
presentation the horrible evidence. the reader 
concludes that Soviet slavery more than the ruth- 
less application Marxist philosophy because 
has sources enlightenment addition what 


contained here. 
John Farrell, 
Hyottsville, Maryland 


Taine, John Seeds Life 


Fantasy. May 20, 1951. 255p. $2.75. 


When Neils Bork attempted destroy Andrew Crane’s 
high voltage X-ray tube drunken rage succeeded 
releasing not only series hard X-rays but set 
“dysgenic” rays which could speed the evolu- 
tionary process living organisms. Niels disappeared 
and his place appeared Miguel Soto, strange, 
mysterious genius who went work for the Erickson 
Foundation, replacing his former superior, Andrew 
Crane. The first clue what had happened came 
when culture strange Protozoa was gathered from 
skin disease which affected Crane after the first ex- 
periment. Biologists noted whole series develop- 
ing Protozoa, cyclic phenomenon leading 
meval specialized forms and then back again the 
primeval. The whole story the uncovering plot 
engineered Soto, who represented the evolu- 


Herling Taine Curtis 


tionary product humanity. million years hence.. 
Soto has decided that there such thing 
human soul and plans use his “dysgenic” rays 
return man his reptilian ancestors. The plot dis- 
covered after few experiments have succeeded and 
time save the human race. 


John Taine, long-time s-f author, professor 
large western university. not, however, biologist 
and has little understanding the nature biological 
processes. The main theme his plot biological 
absurdity the kind which will harm rather than ad- 
vance science fiction. His story cumbrous, involved 
and awkwardly contrived. such has little value 
and deserves little recommendation any kind. 


Curtis, 
Short History Western Philosophy the 
Middle Ages 

Newman. 1950. $3.25. 


There are two errors concerning mediaeval philosophy 
which two schools thought the subject have com- 
mitted. One school, which includes those who hold 
disdain both the period and its philosophical fruits, 
maintains that mediaeval philosophy merely baptized 
Aristotle and that this was the sum its success. 
the great popularizer, Will Durant, put it, St. Thomas 
“transmogrified” Aristotle. Thus the period barren 
field empty speculation which can make positive 
contribution understanding current philosophi- 
cal problems. The other school, the members which 
hold the mediaeval era high regard, maintain that 
mediaeval philosophy represents the highest peak 
unity and unanimity thought ever reached the 
Western world. These historians, led Maurice 
Wulf, claim that there are vast differences among 
the great mediaeval doctors. They speak “scholas- 
ticism” and the scholastic synthesis single philos- 
ophy, contributed diversity minds and char- 
acterized wholehearted agreement major issues. 
They hold that St. Thomas and Duns Scotus, un- 
doubtedly the two mighty figures mediaeval philos- 
ophy, essentially agree their solutions great prob- 
lems being and knowledge. 


Both misinterpretations the mediaeval philosophical 
panorama result part, least, from the same psycho- 
logical desire reduce multiplicity unity, either 
the one hand, that may conveniently discarded; 
the other hand, that may more easily ex- 
alted. Unfortunately, both viewpoints have done much 
hinder appreciation the true character and 
positive contributions the great mediaeval philos- 
ophies. More recently, however, the brilliant and ex- 
acting scholarship Gilson has done much re- 
veal the genuine mediaeval philosophical scene and 
distinguish clearly and precisely the separate central 
intuitions and elaborated spheres conclusions 
each man. 


great philosophy characterized two factors, 
central intuition, flamme, one historian put it, 
the thinker’s personal insight into being which will 
serve his point depart toward solution his 
problems; and highly technical system which 
express himself adequately. Sometimes there will 


Curtis 


flamme, but not adequate techniques synthesis. 
This especially true the eleventh and twelfth cen- 
tury thinkers, like Abelard, and who see and 
appreciate tremendous difficulties the problem 
the universal, but who lack the distinctions and the 
concepts necessary for adequate solution. Again, 
the case with the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, 
the extremely articulate mode expression masks the 
emptiness systems which are not fired flamme. 


Dr. Curtis has genuine appreciation for his subject. 
careful avoid both the extremes interpre- 
tation. Unfortunately, however, his book which de- 
signed easy introduction into mediaeval philos- 
ophy suffers from over-simplification. Consequently, 
number errors interpretation dot his pages. Ad- 
mittedly this the bone contention work 
this kind; and perhaps illustrates most clearly that 
either one should attack philosophy and the history 
philosophy all its complexities and difficulties one 
should leave alone. 


sees, for example, central St. Thomas’s 
thought,: working out psychological study 
inteflection. Undoubtedly this major contribution 
Aquinas. However, being which conditions 
knowledge not vice-versa. Hence St. Thomas’s 
analysis the metaphysical structure being which 
prior and most important and which must under- 
stood order grasp the remainder his system. 
Particularly, the great Thomistic contribution which 
Gilson stresses again and again that precise insight 
into being where St. Thomas sees esse, the act exist- 


ing, perfection distinct from and superior form, 
which the highest Aristotelian act. this grasp 


esse which St. Thomas’s central contribution. Failure 
appreciate this basic principle leads Dr. Curtis 
miss the true existentialism knowledge according 
St. Thomas, and makes him affirm some very peculiar 
similarities between St. Thomas and some the mod- 
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erns, notably Descartes and Kant. Anyone who has 
read both St. Thomas and Descartes will balk the 
comparison Descartes’ esse objectivum with the esse 
intentionale St. Thomas. Likewise, Hobbe’s “de- 
caying sense” and the phantasms which St. Thomas 
and Aristotle speak certainly bear little relation 
each other. 


The same criticisms may leveled Dr. 
short survey Duns Scotus. Scotus’ famous solution 
the problem individuation unintelligible unless 
one understands precisely that which being individu- 
ated, viz, the common nature. The formal distinction, 
the problem essence and existence, and the nature 
knowledge according Scotus all devolve great 
extent upon appreciation the role which natura 
communis plays the Scotistic synthesis. clearer 
delineation the influence upon Scotus the Arabian 
philosopher, Avicenna, would have done much bring 
these points light. 


There excellent little chapter Nicholas 
Cusa, man who certainly bears more study the 
historians philosophy. Dr. Curtis rightly points out 
how Cusa has wrought very great influence the 
mathematicism philosophy which associated with 
Descartes and the Cartesians. Cusa’s theory knowl- 
edge particularly noteworthy since stresses ele- 
ment which the epistemologically concerned moderns 
embraced. That the notion criterion knowl- 
edge which grounded the comprehensiveness and 
coherence pure thought the side the subject. 
the context such criterion that mathematics 
with its interlocking chains reasoning, its complete- 
ness coverage and its certitude can compel 
ophers uphold model for all speculation. 


Thomas McTighe, 
St. Louis University, 
St. Louis, Missouri 
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